
REGULAR MEETING – November 10, 2020 
 
The Madison Parish Hospital Service District Board met in regular session in the conference room of the 
Madison Parish Hospital, Tallulah, Louisiana on Tuesday, November 10, 2020 with the following 
commissioners present:  
 

Cole Norris, Calvin Washington, Tommy Leoty, Thomas Mitchell, and Mary Trichell 
 
Visitors: Dr. Theodore Topolewski – CEO, Robert Laurents – CFO, Donald Frutiger, and Kallie Blake 
 

Chairman Trichell called the meeting to order and roll call was made.  Chairman Trichell then read the 
official call for the meeting as the regular meeting of the Madison Parish Hospital Service District.   
 

There were no requests for public participation presented at the start of the meeting. 
 

Chairman Trichell entertained a motion to approve the September 22, 2020 regular minutes.  Mr. Norris 
offered a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Washington. Motion carried.    
 
Mr. Laurents presented the 2021 Proposed General Fund Budget.  Dr. Topolewski and Mr. Laurents both 
provided information pertaining to the budget.  Chairman Trichell entertained a motion to approve the 
2021 Proposed General Fund Budget.  Mr. Washington offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Mitchell.  
Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Topolewski presented the appointments and reappointments to Medical Staff, explaining that the 
providers being presented were previously presented and approved by our Medical Staff prior to being 
presented to the commissioners.  Mr. Washington commended the operations of the Rural Health Clinic 
but presented concerns regarding the lack of additional testing specific to a generic patient complaint.   A 
brief discussion followed comparing procedures and protocols in the emergency department and the rural 
health clinic.  Chairman Trichell entertained a motion to approve the appointment and reappointments of 
the following providers: 
 

Appointed: 
• Dr. Robert Amato – Emergency Department 
• Dr. Michael Berven – Radiology 
• Dr. Douglas McBride – Emergency Department 
• Dr. Caxton Opere, - Emergency Department  
• Dr. Sreenivasa Tadikonda – Emergency Department 
• Dr. Stacy Zeller – Emergency Department 

        Reappointed 
• Dr. Craig Folse – Radiology 
• Dr. Donald Perry – MPH/RHC 

 
Mr. Norris offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Mitchell. to approve the appointments and reappointments 
to Medical Staff.  Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Topolewski referenced the many departmental policy and procedure manuals presented for annual 
review and approval stating they have been reviewed by the department managers as well as medical staff 
prior to being presented to the commissioners.  Chairman Trichell entertained a motion to approve the 
following policy and procedure manuals: 
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• Journeys Intensive Outpatient Program (IOP) 
• Respiratory 
• Blood Gas 
• Medical Nutrition Therapy 
• Medical Records Department/Health Information Management 
• Radiology 
• Emergency Department 
• Medical Staff By-Laws, Rules and Regulations 
• Nursing 
• Compliance Program and Code of Conduct 
• Housekeeping 
• Charity Care/Financial Assistance  
• HIPAA 
• Pharmacy 
• Infection Prevention and Control 
• Acceptable Use 

 
Mr. Leoty offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Norris, to approve the departmental policy and procedure 
manuals.  Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Topolewski explained the need for the Capital Outlay Filing Resolution as the hospital is petitioning 
the government for 3.9 million dollars for a potential psychiatric unit.  He also noted that the hospital has 
petitioned the government for this Capital Outlay Funding for the past few years without being awarded 
anything.  Chairman Trichell entertained a motion to adopt the Capital Outlay Filing Resolution.  Mr. 
Washington offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Leoty, to adopt the resolution.  Motion carried. 
 
In closing comments, Dr. Topolewski informed the commissioners that closing on the USDA loan for the 
new hospital is set for December.  He also commented that construction was going well and pretty much 
on schedule.  Mr. Laurents followed with comments on the CARES money received and how the rules 
and regulations are continually changing, noting that a consulting firm has been contracted to assist with 
completing the required reports that must be submitted.  Mr. Washington requested Mr. Frutiger’s input on 
the new hospital.  Mr. Frutiger concurred with Dr. Topolewski’s report, adding there were many hurtles 
that had to be overcome to get to this point.  Dr. Topolewski gave credit to Senator Cassidy’s office in 
assisting with the completion of this process.      
 
There being no further business to present, Chairman Trichell entertained a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Norris 
offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Washington, to adjourn.   
 
 
/s/ Mary Trichell________________________  /s/ Dr. Theodore Topolewski________________                                         
Mary Trichell, Chairman    Dr. Theodore Topolewksi, CEO  
 


